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Sprint Announces First Major Markets to Receive 4G LTE in 2012

Customers in Dallas, Atlanta, Houston and San Antonio are expected to enjoy ultra-fast
service and an improved 3G wireless experience before middle of year

SAN FRANCISCO - Jan. 5, 2012 —Sprint (NYSE: S) CEO Dan Hesse announced today at the
annual Citigroup Entertainment, Media and Telecommunications Conference that customers in
Dallas, Atlanta, Houston and San Antonio are expected to be among the first to benefit from 4G
LTE and improved 3G coverage in the first half of 2012.

The launch of these metropolitan areas marks the next step in the company’s overall network
strategy, also known as Network Vision. Sprint customers can expect to enjoy ultra-fast data
speeds, improved 3G voice and data quality, and stronger in-building signal penetration providing
a more reliable wireless experience. Whether a Sprint customer is on a smartphone streaming
video, browsing the Web with a mobile hotspot, or making a voice call to someone across the
country, everyonel in the upgraded areas is expected to benefit from the advanced 3G/4G LTE
network.

“Within the first half of 2012, Sprint customers should experience first-hand the wide-reaching
improvements we have made in terms of boosting voice and data quality,” said Bob Azzi, senior
vice president — Network, Sprint. “With advanced smartphones and sophisticated wireless
modems, our customers are using more and more mobile data, and one of our top priorities is to
provide the best technology possible to improve our customers’ experience.”

Sprint’s Network Vision platform involves the deployment of multimode base stations across
many of Sprint’s cell sites throughout the country. As base stations are deployed, customers will
notice immediate improvements in voice quality, signal density and data speeds. The first
completed deployment of a multimode base station was in Branchburg, N.J., in December 2011.
As additional areas receive 3G enhancements and 4G LTE service, announcements will be
made.

Another component of Sprint’s network strategy has been the deployment of Sprint® Direct
Connect® on the CDMA network. Sprint’s legacy in push-to-talk leadership continues with new
CDMA devices that launched in September, 2011. More CDMA push-to-talk devices will be
announced in the coming months.

! These improvements are for CDMA networks only. Only customers with devices operating on the Sprint 3G network
and/or Nationwide Sprint Network will benefit.
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Sprint has been an innovator with 4G since first launching the technology in 2008. Sprint has
launched more than 25 4G-enabled smartphones, USB connection cards, notebook/netbook
products, mobile hotspots and routers. Sprint offers a proven, reliable 4G experience for millions
of customers compared to other national wireless carriers. Additionally, Sprint is a leader in value,
with Sprint Everything plans with Any Mobile, Anytime®", including unlimited data, texting and
calling to and from any mobile phone in America while on the Sprint network. With Sprint’s
unlimited data plans, customers don’t have to worry about throttling or data overage charges on
their monthly bill as they might with tiered data plans from other carriers.

About Sprint Nextel

Sprint Nextel offers a comprehensive range of wireless and wireline communications services
bringing the freedom of mobility to consumers, businesses and government users. Sprint Nextel
served more than 53 million customers at the end of 3Q 2011 and is widely recognized for
developing, engineering and deploying innovative technologies, including the first wireless 4G
service from a national carrier in the United States; offering industry-leading mobile data services,
leading prepaid brands including Virgin Mobile USA, Boost Mobile, and Assurance Wireless;
instant national and international push-to-talk capabilities; and a global Tier 1 Internet backbone.
The 2011 American Customer Satisfaction Index showed Sprint is the #1 most improved
company in customer satisfaction, across all industries, during the last three years. Newsweek
ranked Sprint No. 3 in its 2011 Green Rankings, listing it as one of the nation’s greenest
companies, the highest of any telecommunications company. You can learn more and visit Sprint
at www.sprint.com or www.facebook.com/sprint and www.twitter.com/sprint.

"Safe Harbor" Statement under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995

* This news release includes “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the securities laws. The
statements in this news release regarding network performance, coverage and capabilities, business and
network efficiencies, migration of services new technologies, timing of deployment, and products and services,
as well as other statements that are not historical facts, are forward-looking statements. The words “estimate,
“project,” “forecast,” intend,” “expect,” “believe,” “target,” and similar expressions are intended to identify
forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are estimates and projections reflecting management’s
judgment based on currently available information and involve a number of risks and uncertainties that could
cause actual results to differ materially from those suggested by the forward-looking statements. With respect
to these forward-looking statements, management has made assumptions regarding, among other things,
development and deployment of new technologies; efficiencies and cost savings of multimode technologies;
customer and network usage; customer growth and retention; service, coverage and quality; availability of
devices; the timing of various events and the economic environment. Sprint Nextel believes these forward-
looking statements are reasonable; however, you should not place undue reliance on forward-looking
statements, which are based on current expectations and speak only as of the date of this release. Sprint Nextel
is not obligated to publicly release any revisions to forward-looking statements to reflect events after the date
of this release. Sprint Nextel provides a detailed discussion of risk factors in periodic SEC filings, including its
annual report on Form 10-K for the year ended Dec. 31, 2010, in Part I, Iltem 1A, “Risk Factors,” and in Part Il,
Item 1A, “Risk Factors,” of its quarterly report on Form 10-Q for the period ended September 30, 2011.
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